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22 April 2020 
 
 
Mr Paul Dunne 
Chief Executive 
LGMA 
Local Government House 
35-39 Ushers Quay 
Dublin 8 
 
 
Re: Schedule 10, section 44 (14) of the Local Government Act 2001 – Meetings 
and Proceedings of Local Authorities 
 
Dear Mr Dunne 
 
The Standards in Public Office Commission (the Commission) has asked me to write 
to you in relation to the retention of records of proceedings at local 
authority meetings. 
 
It has come to the attention of the Commission, when requesting information from a 
local authority in relation to a complaint, that votes and abstentions by individual 
Councillors at Council meetings were not always recorded by the meetings 
administrator. It is the Commission’s understanding that votes are not consistently 
recorded across local authorities.  
 
The absence of such records, noting the attendance of individuals at meetings, and 
recording the names of individuals alongside their vote or abstention, is a matter of 
concern where the Commission needs to establish whether or not a Councillor may 
have contravened their obligations under the Ethics Acts with regard to a possible 
conflict of interest by participating in, or voting for or against, an interest. 
 
Schedule 10, section 44 (14) of the Local Government Act 2001 provides for minutes 
to be taken by the meetings administrator of the proceedings of a local authority 
meeting. Section 14 (2)(e) provides for the minutes to include the number and names 
of members voting for and against the motion and those abstaining where there is a 
roll call vote.    
 
While it is noted that recording of individual details is not a statutory requirement 
unless there is a roll call vote, the Commission is of the view that it would be best 
practice to have a record of all voting that takes place at Council meetings in the 
interests of good governance and transparency.     
 
Furthermore, it is a requirement under section 177 of Part 15 of the Local 
Government Act 2001 for Council members to disclose any pecuniary or other 
beneficial interests arising at a meeting of the Council. Section 177(3) provides that 
any such disclosure and subsequent withdrawal from the meeting shall be recorded 
in the minutes of the meeting.   



 
In circumstances where the Commission has to examine a complaint relating to 
alleged non-compliance with the requirements of section 177 to disclose such 
interests, it would be necessary to have access to records of all votes and 
abstentions that occurred during a Council meeting, and not just those taken during 
a roll call vote. 
 
With this in mind, the Commission has written to the Department of 
Housing, Planning and Local Government, recommending that the legislation is 
amended to include a requirement that all attendance, votes (including how the 
person voted) and abstentions by individual members at Council meetings are fully 
recorded in the minutes by the meetings administrator. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
_______________ 
Sherry Perreault 
Head of Ethics and Lobbying Regulation 
 
 

 

 


